
Dear Business Owner or Manager 
 
As a longtime patron of your business I want to let you know about a 
change in my financial status over the next two years. 
 
I am a state employee who has been forced to reduce my spending 
because of the shutdown days, reduced pay, and increased costs included 
in the new State Budget approved by the Legislature and signed into law by 
the Governor. 
 
Their actions have forced me to reconsider my spending priorities to match 
my smaller paycheck.  While I may not be in your business as often, yours 
is one of those businesses that I have chosen as important to me and my 
family.  I will continue to spend my hard earned dollars here but I will have 
fewer dollars to spend. 
 
                          With Regrets,  
                          A Maine State Employee 
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